
 Special Library District Advisory Board  

  ,    

 Regular FL 

 

 ~ Agenda ~ Eric C. Head 

 

Tuesday, March 22, 2022 8:00 AM Lecanto Government Building Room 166 

Special Library District Advisory Board Page 1 Printed 3/16/2022 

 

1. Call to Order 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Roll Call  

 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

April Mclaughlin     

Neale Brennan     

Edith Ramlow     

Elaine Kleid     

Kenneth Jones     

Lorraine Benefield     

Phyllis Peters     

Shavonna Reid     

2. Reading and Approval Of Minutes 

1. Action Item (ID # 20172) 

Minutes 

Approve the minutes from the December 9, 2021 Library Advisory Board meeting. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• _12-09-21 LAB Minutes Draft (PDF) 

3. Open to the Public 

4. Special Items 

a. Pride Month Book Display Request for Reconsideration 

1. Action Item (ID # 20173) 

Pride Month Book Display Request for Reconsideration 

Pride Month Book Display Challenge 
Account No. Account Title Current Budget YTD Expenditures Encumbrances Available Balance 

     $0 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• 1 - Email from June 7 - 2021 (PDF) 



Regular Agenda March 22, 2022 

Special Library District Advisory Board Page 2 Printed 3/16/2022 

• 2 - Email Response June 9 - 2021 (PDF) 

• 3 - Email 1-7-2022 RE Request for Resonsideration Form (PDF) 

• 4 - Reconsideration Request Received 1-7-2022 (PDF) 

• 5 - Pride month book display June 2021 (PDF) 

5. Report of Officers and Standing Workgroups 

6. Regular Business 

a. Directors Report 

b. Library Public Relations Update 

c. Branch Updates 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

9. Board Member Updates 

10. Announce Next Meeting 

11. Adjournment 



 
 

AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 

FROM: Mariselle Rodriguez, Community Services Director 

SUBJECT: Minutes 

AGENDA DATE: March 22, 2022 

BRIEF OVERVIEW: 
Approve the minutes from the December 9, 2021 Library Advisory Board meeting. 

  
 
 
 

BUDGET IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE:    
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Approve the minutes from the December 9, 2021 Library Advisory Board meeting. 
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CITRUS COUNTY 

SPECIAL LIBRARY DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES  DECEMBER 9, 2021 
 

 

Regular Meeting 
LECANTO GOVERNMENT BUILDING, ROOM 166 

3600 W. Sovereign Path  Lecanto, FL 
8:00 AM 

Mission Statement:  The mission of the Citrus County Special Library Taxing District Advisory Board is to be 
a liaison between the citizens of Citrus County and Library Administration; to be an advocate for the Library 
System to elected officials at all levels, and to ensure quality library services to the community. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM. 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

III. OATH FOR NEW MEMBER 

Shavonna Reid was welcomed to the Board. Oath of Office was taken for new member. 
 
IV. ROLL CALL 

 

A. LAB Board Members  

Attendee Name Title Status 

1. Lorraine Benefield Member  Present 

2. Neale Brennan Member/Vice Chair Present 

3. Kenneth (Ken) Jones Member Present 

4. Elaine T. Kleid Member Absent/Excused 

5. April McLaughlin Member/Chair Present 

6. Phyllis D. Peters Member Present  

7. Edith A. Ramlow Member Present 

9. Shavonna Reid New Member Present 

8. Carol V. Spring Member Present 

 

B. Library Staff / Guests:  

Attendee Name Title 

1. Eric C. Head Library System Director, Liaison to LAB 

2. Leyda Rivera Library Senior Secretary 

3. Taylor Keeran Public Relations Coordinator 

4. Debbie Reilly Region Manager 

5. Adam Chang Branch Supervisor 

6. David Ryan Guest/Inverness Councilman  
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C. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Quorum was established. 
 

V. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes from October 26, 2021 previously submitted via email had minor edits under 
Library Staff attending meeting. Susan Mutschler was removed; Debbie Reilly and Adam 
Chang were added. Amended copies were distributed during the meeting for approval. 
Ken presented motion to accept minutes, Phyllis second. All in favor. Minutes 
approved. 
 

VI. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
1. Council Member / Inverness 

 
David Ryan – Invited all to the Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 11, 2021. 
He expressed appreciation and support for all LAB members do for the Library. 
 

2. Expressions from the Public 
 
a) John Labriola – Citrus County resident, addressed the Board seeking a 

response to questions regarding LGBTQ displays and other issues. He asked if 
there is a plan to present an ideological display in June of 2022. 
 

b) Dr. Paul J. Reinhardt – Introduced himself as a candidate running for Florida 
House Dist. 34; discussed concerns about ideological displays at the Library. 

 
c) Tracy Edgmon – Citrus County resident; made appearance before the board with 

concerns about ideological displays at the Library and recommended a month of 
education about human and sex trafficking, and abuse of children. 

 
d) Billy Casey – Citrus Springs resident; made appearance before the board with 

concerns about lifestyle displays at the Library. 
 
e) June Pressley – Retired teacher; made appearance before the board and 

requested to follow policies as the School District when referring to minors and 
sexuality. 

 
f) Sandy Price – President of FOCCLS; made appearance before the board in 

support of the library and their staff. 
 
g) Judy Rose – Citrus County resident made appearance before the board in 

support of the Library. 
 

h) Gay Courter – Former Guardian ad Litem for Citrus County; made appearance 
before the board and shared her experience representing abused children and 
noted her support of the Library. 
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3. Update/Comments from the Chair 

 
Chairwoman April McLaughlin expressed her interest in clarifying any wrong 
impressions about the LAB Board and its mission. She then read the following 
statement as Chairperson:  
 

LAB works as an advisory board to the County Commissioners and oversees 
foundation funds deposited into the US Family Foundation; those funds are for 
the betterment of the Citrus County Library System that serves the entire Citrus 
County community.  
 
There was someone that brought up myself and I have been cast in a certain 
light by individuals on record at the County Commissioner meeting and at the 
Library Advisory Board meeting. I stood up in front of Citrus County citizens at a 
meeting and discussed the proposal of the NY Times and stated my objection to 
that subscription and weighed in and gave my statement before the 
Commissioners stating that I was not in support of the digital subscription 
proposal and why I was opposed to it. 
 
The Library Advisory Board members are not appointed because of any specific 
political ideology. Our love for literacy and the concerns, dedication to the 
libraries are the overriding factors in consideration for appointment to the LAB. 
Diversity of thought and ideology are important as that represents who we are in 
the Citrus County area and at the Citrus County Library System. Content of 
displays at libraries are comparable to practice and displays at many libraries in 
Florida and around the country. The same standards, bookshelves and display 
areas are used for numerous displays related to various types of events 
throughout the year. Some of these events include: Black History Month, 
Women’s Suffrage, 9/11 Memorial, 4th of July, Flag Day, Constitution Week, 
Banned Book Week, D-Day, Veterans Day, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Library Literary Awards, and Best Sellers. 
 
The Library Advisory Board itself supports the library staff, Eric Head -the 
Library Director, and FOCCLS (Friends of the Library). The LAB has made sure 
that various opinions and ideas are heard in all our meetings. That’s important. 
The Library System has a responsibility to make sure that various opinions and 
ideas are represented through materials available in our Library System. That’s 
important. Both strive to respect all ideas and opinions even if they differ from 
our own and as the First Amendment guides us there. 
 
The Library Advisory Board has work to do in support of our libraries and our 
communities, and we need to return to our work. I would like to thank the Library 
Advisory Board members, every single one of them, for their continued work 
and support of our libraries and community.  
 
Thank you. 
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VII. REPORT OF OFFICERS AND STANDING WORKGROUPS 
 

A. Love Your Library Plans for 2022 - Update 
A planning meeting is still to be scheduled. 

 
VIII. REGULAR BUSINESS 

 
A. Director’s Report  

 Presented by Library Director Eric Head 

 
1. LAB Members Terms 

 
There are nine members on the board and five (5) expirations are coming due 
in the month of January. Some joined the board in the middle of rotation. They 
will need to reapply and they will need to be reappointed, Shavonna Reid and 
Carol Spring.  
 
Public is welcomed to apply directly to the Library Director or to the County 
Administration Denise Gallagher by submitting their application along with 
resume and/or letter. The applications are available through the website and 
they remain active for a year.  Applications will be presented during the next 
BOCC meeting on February 8, 2022. 
 

2. Staffing Updates 
 
Staffing overview: The Library System used to have six (6) branches, but in 
1995 it dropdown to five (5). Since 2011, library reduced staffing from 64 
positions to 49 positions by 2012, 13 of them are part time. We are currently 
managing five libraries, six-days a week. Technology was modified to assist in 
the administration. 
 
a) Region Manager: Susan Mutschler accepted a job out of state. The 

position was posted. Adam Chang was promoted to Region Manager 
effective December 25, 2021. He will oversee Lakes Region and 
Homosassa branches. Debbie Reilly will remain over Central Ridge and 
Floral City, and will add Coastal Region. 
 

b) Branch Supervisor: TerriAnne Caraluzzo is retiring this month 
(December) and with Adam Chang’s promotion to Region Manager it 
created two (2) Branch Supervisor’s openings.  

 
c) Library Assistant: Hanna Sigler is a new Library Assistant at Floral City. 

 
d) Library Aides: New Library Aides since the last meeting, Kirstie Weaver 

and  Yaneth  Crim  at  Coastal  Region,  and  Savannah  Rennison  and 
Kelly Tremblay at Central Ridge.  
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e) Accounting Clerk: Linda Maughan decided to shift to a part time position 
at another County division (Support Services). The new Accounting Clerk 
is Michele Stewart who started this week. 

 
3. Annual Statistics 

 
Copies of the Annual Statistics were distributed and topics discussed. It was 
added that Annual Statistics are submitted to the State to qualify for grants. 
Some highlights discussed included: 
 

• 100,000+ Digital Circulation  

• Over 57,000 Library Cards Holders 

• 5,000 – 6,000 New Registrations per year on average 

• 2,225,440 Website Views  

• 28,248 Wi-Fi Connections 

• 258,418 Library Visitors 

• 1,768 Programs 

• 12,781 Volunteers Hours 
 

4. Friends Presidents 
 
Friends presidents from all five branches and FOCCLS president informally 
met with Library Director and discussed support between the groups, the 
umbrella group FOCCLS, and amazing success through the book sales. 
Approximately $31,456 was raised during the last FOCCS book sale. 
Homosassa also raised almost $7,000 this year. We are thankful for their 
support! 
 

5. Grants 
 
Thanks to FOCCLS Sandy Price, the library was able to obtain a $10K grant 
for children literacy AWE workstations that will be installed at Lakes Region 
and Central Ridge libraries with children’s software that includes literacy 
materials. 
 

6. Thank You 
 
Eric Head commended volunteers and staff for their hard work striving to do 
their best guiding the libraries to years of success. 

 
B. Library Public Relations Update 
 Presented by Communications Facilitator Taylor Keeran 

 
1. Reading Tree: Reading Tree will kick off on February 1, 2022. In 2021, we 

raised over $12,000 in donations, able to purchase over 700 books –adult and 
juvenile fiction and non-fiction books and they were added to our library 
collection. 
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2. YouTube Channel: Lakes Region Library Summer Reading story, Three Billy 
Goats Gruff, read by Youth Librarian Amiee Marshall has got above 28K 
views. Central Ridge Library story, Hilda the Hippo, read by Youth Librarian 
Kim Roberts, has got more than 9K views. A series of holiday stories that will 
air this month will present stories for Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanza. 
 

3. Toys for Tots: Toys for Tots Coordinator Paul Pilny contacted Central Ridge 
Branch Supervisor Danielle Doty. They received 1,700 donated books that will 
be distributed for Christmas. Four (4) schools were selected. Debbie Reilly 
and Taylor Keeran already distributed approximately 400 books at Lecanto 
Primary School. 
 

4. High School Program Scholarships: Adult Literacy Librarian April Frazier is 
managing the ten (10) scholarships to Career Online High School, for 
residents of Citrus County that do not have a high school diploma or GED. 
Interviews for the scholarship are lined up. Those selected will be able to 
attend online, get a tutor and obtain their High School Diploma. 

 
5. Online Newsletter for Parents: The newsletter is a monthly reminder sent via 

email with news about events for children. Newsletters are sent out the last 
Monday of each month. 

 
6. Holiday Open House: Each library is holding a Holiday Open House with 

music, snacks, activities and craft. Today is at Central Ridge. 
 

7. Christmas Trees: Friends of the Central Ridge, Coastal Region and Lakes 
Region donate funds to Key Training Center.  KTC delivers a Christmas tree to 
the branch and decorates them every year. Floral City has a beautiful small 
tree decorated by staff and Friends. 
 

8. Noon-Year’s Eve Celebration: Youth Program for children celebrate “Noon 
Year” at each branch with many activities on December 31st. 
 

9. Library Card Signup Month: We sent out 2,100 library card applications to 
public and private local schools and 750 were filled. 
 

10. Parks & Recreation Youth Expo: January 8th will be the next outreach event. 
Sports related books will be displayed. 

 
11. Crystal River Manatee Festival: Outreach including StoryWalk Citrus on 

January 15th and 16th 
 

12. Floral City Strawberry Festival: Outreach including StoryWalk Citrus in 
March.  
 

13. Santa for Seniors: Home Instead mini trees are available for those that wish 
to donated for seniors. In the past, we have had over 600 bulbs of gift wish. 
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C. Branch Updates  
Presented by Region Manager Debbie Reilly 

 
1. Holiday Open House: Everyone was welcomed to check the website for 

specific branch events.  

 

2. Meet Suffragist: Join us for a special presentation of “Susan B. Anthony” on 

December 13th at 11:30 AM at Central Ridge Library.  

 
3. ABC’s of Dementia: Come and learn how to cope with dementia presented 

by Debbie Selsavage on December 20th at Central Ridge Library. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
No Old Business pending to revisit. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 
No New Business to present. 

 
X. BOARD MEMBERS UPDATES 
 

A. Ken: Homosassa had a successful book sale, $7K raised. Next book sale will be by 
the end of March. 
 

B. Shavonna Reid: Shared information about herself and expressed she was excited 
to be part of the board, and hopes to be able to contribute. 
 

XI. OPEN TO PUBLIC 
 
There were no additional public comments. 
   

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
April motioned to adjourn. Neale second. All in favor.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 AM. 

 
XIII. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

 
The next Citrus County Special Library District Advisory Board regular meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 8:00 AM at Lecanto Government Building, 
Room 166. 

 
Respectfully submitted: Leyda Rivera, Senior Secretary  

 
Approved:  Yes   No, Correction Needed. 
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 

FROM: Mariselle Rodriguez, Community Services Director 

SUBJECT: Pride Month Book Display Request for Reconsideration 

AGENDA DATE: March 22, 2022 

BRIEF OVERVIEW: 
Pride Month Book Display Challenge 

  
 
 
 

BUDGET IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE:    
Account No. Account Title Current Budget YTD Expenditures Encumbrances Available Balance 

     $0 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Pride Month Book Display Challenge  

 

4.a.1

Packet Pg. 11



1

Eric C. Head

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL]Objectionable LGBT political display at public library

From: John Labriola <jflabriola@gmail.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Objectionable LGBT political display at public library 
Date: June 7, 2021 at 6:30:43 PM EDT 
To: scott.carnahan@citrusbocc.com, ronald.kitchen@citrusbocc.com, ruthie.schlabach@citrusbocc.com, 
jeff.kinnard@citrusbocc.com, holly.davis@citrusbocc.com, randy.oliver@citrusbocc.com, 
steven.lachnicht@citrusbocc.com 
Cc: mwright@chronicleonline.com 
 

WARNING: This email originated from an external Domain DO NOT CLICK unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Citrus County Commission and administration, 

 

I am writing you as a Citrus County homeowner concerned about the use of the taxpayer‐funded county library system 

to promote the political messages of the LGBT movement.  

 

When visiting the Lakes Region branch library today in Inverness, I couldn't help noticing the big "Gay Pride Month" 

book display that greets visitors at the entrance as soon as they walk into the library. (See photo attached.) The display 

features various political slogans of the LGBT movement and a large selection of books promoting the celebration of 

homosexuality and transgenderism, along with rainbow colored "Pride" bookmarks that patrons of all ages are 

encouraged to take. 

 

Does the County Commission feel it's appropriate to use its taxpayers' dollars to promote a sexualized political agenda 

that many parents and residents strongly object to on religious and moral grounds, especially in a library setting where 

impressionable children will be exposed to it?  

 

Does the library system give equal time and promotion to opposing political messages, such as pro‐life book displays and 

messages during Respect Life Month in October? Or do only leftist and cultural Marxist messages receive the county's 

support?  

 

I would appreciate a reply as I will be sharing this information with my church community in the absence of a 

satisfactory response. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

John Labriola 

954‐515‐2084 
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From: Eric C. Head
To: jflabriola@gmail.com
Cc: Randy Oliver (Randy.Oliver@citrusbocc.com); Veronica Kampschroer (veronica.kampschroer@citrusbocc.com)
Bcc: "Mariselle Rodriguez (mariselle.rodriguez@citrusbocc.com)"
Subject: Pride Month Display
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 5:09:00 PM

Mr. Labriola,

I’m responding to your recent inquiry regarding Pride month displays at the Lakes and Coastal
Region Libraries. Book displays are created throughout the year at all branch locations. Our
libraries present hundreds of these displays annually. Generally, the size and frequency of
displays can vary depending on the level of interest as well as the volume of material
published and available on any given topic. 

The content of the displays is determined by various staff and is approved as part of a
quarterly planning process with multiple library professionals including supervisors, managers,
and the library director. Display topics are chosen and prioritized based on a number of
factors including popularity, demand, general interest, current events, and topics that are
broadly recognized at a local, state, or national level. While subject matter may overlap with
political themes or issues, displays are never chosen based on political ideology.  Additionally,
as with all the materials on the shelves, displays and exhibits in library facilities do not imply
endorsement of the content.

Library staff value ethical conduct, professionalism, and target their activity to achieve the
highest professional standards. We make every attempt to incorporate a multitude of
viewpoints throughout the year based on the criteria stated above and prioritize in
accordance with the principles of intellectual freedom and upholding the first amendment
rights of all individuals.

Our current policy for displays states that the library provides space for public displays and
exhibits that direct attention to the materials and services of the library, promotes the pursuit
of knowledge and education to the community, provides exposure to the work of authors and
artists and provides information on subjects of general interest.  Often, displays at the library
incorporate current events or coordinate with specific nationally recognized topics such as
Black History Month, Women’s Suffrage, Pride, etc.  We also display for Flag Day, Constitution
Week, Banned Books Week, and many others.

At all libraries it is important to respect the diversity of our library users, library workers, and
members of the communities in which we serve. The month of June is Pride month and
recognized nationally by the American Library Association, and statewide by the Florida
Library Association. Our libraries join thousands of public libraries nationwide in the standard
practice of presenting displays related to this subject material, both fiction and non-fiction, as
well as highlighting award winning books and authors of significance. The displays are topical
and aligned with current events, as in all previous years. 

We appreciate all inquiries into our library programs and services, and respect the viewpoints
and opinions of everyone.

Sincerely,

Eric C. Head, Director
Citrus County Library System
352-513-5960
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From: John Labriola
To: Eric C. Head
Cc: Debbie Reilly; Leyda Rivera; Randy Oliver; Jeff S. Kinnard; Ruthie D. Schlabach
Subject: Re: Request for Reconsideration Form
Date: Friday, January 7, 2022 4:12:09 PM
Attachments: Reconsideration Request.pdf

Thank you Mr. Head. Attached is my completed Reconsideration Request form. Due to the
apparent confusion caused by the memo included in the Jan. 4 county commission package,
which seemed to imply that previous complaints by myself and others regarding the LGBT
library displays were not submitted on the proper form (which was never previously
mentioned or provided), I am resubmitting my earlier complaint (which was originally
emailed to you on June 7) on the form which you provided me yesterday. 

As a reminder, following your June 11 email reply to me in which you defended the displays,
we brought this issue to the Library Advisory Board's attention at their last three meetings on
Sept. 7, Oct. 26 and finally on Dec. 9, when the chairwoman read a statement dismissing our
concerns and indicating the LGBT displays would continue. But based on comments made by
some commissioners at the Jan. 4 commission meeting, it appears that the majority of the
commission voted against changing policy regarding displays because your memo gave them
the impression that the complaint procedure was not followed through to completion at the
administrative and Library Advisory Board levels before being appealed to the county
commission for resolution. Therefore, I am starting over at square one on behalf of the many
citizens who complained in order to satisfy the concerns of those commissioners who said they
did not want the LGBT displays in the libraries but preferred that the complaint go through the
citizen complaint process before being brought to the commission for final resolution, even
though we feel we already completed this administrative process once without a satisfactory
resolution. 

Please acknowledge receipt, and please place this issue on the next agenda of the Library
Advisory Board in accordance with the procedure outlined in your Jan. 4 commission agenda
memo.    

Thank you,

John Labriola
Inverness   

On Wed, Jan 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Eric C. Head <Eric.Head@citruslibraries.org> wrote:

Mr. Labriola,

 

We are in receipt of your email.  As requested, please find attached a copy of Form 02-06A
Citizens Request for Reconsideration.

 

Thank you.
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Eric C. Head, Director

Citrus County Library System

425 W. Roosevelt Blvd., Beverly Hills, FL 34465

352-513-5960 Office

 

 

From: John Labriola <jflabriola@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 1:12 PM
To: Debbie Reilly <Debbie.Reilly@citruslibraries.org>; Leyda Rivera
<Leyda.Rivera@citruslibraries.org>
Cc: Eric C. Head <Eric.Head@citruslibraries.org>
Subject: Request for Reconsideration Form

 

Good afternoon,

 

In the administrative memo accompanying item O1 regarding library displays in yesterday's
county commission regular meeting of Jan. 4, mention is made of a Request for
Reconsideration Form (02-06A), which was never mentioned before. Please send me a copy
of this form today.

 

Thank you,

 

John Labriola

Inverness
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Pride Month Book Displays from June 2021 

             

Lakes Region Library – Inverness       Coastal Region Library – Crystal River  
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